
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

FIME Authorised By OSCar To Perform Host Certification 
 

FIME becomes the first laboratory to be authorised to test compliance  

of acquiring bank infrastructures to SEPA standards 

 
 

25 June 2013 – Advanced secure-chip testing provider, FIME, is the first laboratory to be authorised by the Open 

Standards for Cards (OSCar) Consortium to perform Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA)* Host Acquirer Platform 

(HAP) certifications.  

 

SEPA, a European integration initiative to streamline cross-border payment processes, aims to ensure a 

customer’s experience is consistent when making and accepting payments throughout the euro area. The OSCar 

Consortium brings together the European payments community to focus on the implementation of a stable and 

sustainable infrastructure for payment service providers to adhere to the SEPA Card Standardisation programme in 

the terminal-to-acquirer domain. This will encourage and promote the development and deployment of SEPA 

compliant point-of-sale (POS) payment solutions throughout Europe.  

 

The HAP certification confirms that acquiring bank infrastructures adhere to the functional SEPA standards, which 

aim to ensure that all POS terminals within SEPA are using the same ‘language’ to relay information. This will 

shortly be complemented by a further authorisation which will allow FIME to certify that the point-of-interaction 

(POI) component within the terminals also adheres to OSCar requirements.  

 

Loÿs Moulin, Coordinator of the OSCar Consortium, comments: “Compliance to the SEPA best-practice standards 

is essential to drive the establishment of an integrated European payments infrastructure. Moving from domestic 

POS solutions to a standardised SEPA environment will bring greater efficiency to European business, offering 

increased cross-border competition and streamlined processes. The benefits of SEPA are widely understood and 

reflected in the support and engagement of major payment industry players in the OSCar Consortium.” 

 

Frederic Simon, Director at FIME EMEA, adds: “FIME is delighted to be bringing the vision of the OSCar 

Consortium to market and providing actual OSCar HAP certification to acquiring banks. The role of best-practice 

schemes such as OSCar is fundamental when new products and infrastructures are launched to promote 

confidence that they will perform as intended and will interoperate effectively within the marketplace.” 

 

Frederic highlights that FIME’s work in this area is part of its strategic expansion to offer more services and 

consultancy to banks. He concludes: “Many of our existing European bank customers are interested in achieving 

this certification, and I believe that our work to support the deployment of SEPA compliant products will continue to 

advance in the future.” 

 

FIME partners with a number of leading schemes and industry bodies to provide certifications and enhance the 

secure chip ecosystem. This includes its position as an accredited laboratory for global payment systems as well as 

its role as an Associate within EMVCo, the EMV® standards body.  

 

- ENDS - 

 

For further media information, please contact Rob Peryer or Sarah Jones at iseepr: 

rob@iseepr.co.uk/ sarah@iseepr.co.uk or on + 44 (0) 1943 468007 

 

 
Notes to editors:  
* SEPA currently consists of the 27 EU Member States plus Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein, Switzerland and Monaco. Within 

SEPA, bank customers can make electronic euro payments across 32 countries under the same basic rights and obligations 
(source: European Payments Council website) 
 
 
 

http://www.fime.com/
mailto:rob@iseepr.co.uk
mailto:sarah@iseepr.co.uk
http://www.europeanpaymentscouncil.eu/content.cfm?page=sepa_vision_and_goals


 

 

 

 

ABOUT FIME 
 

FIME advances end-to-end transaction solutions and mobile services, enabling market security and interoperability. 
 
As an independent worldwide leader in consulting and testing services, FIME ensures the compliance of mobile devices and 
chip-based applications to industry standards. Its international team works with manufacturers, banks and authorities within the 
EMV payments, mobile near field communication (NFC), telecom, transport and e-identity sectors.  
 
FIME offers a local presence across America, Asia, Europe, Middle East and Africa, and India, through its team of over 250 
experts and consultants. Since 1995, FIME has expanded its global network of ISO 17025 accredited laboratories which provide 
official testing and certification services. FIME’s technical R&D expertise supports its customers’ technology implementations, 
accelerating time to market.   
 
FIME partners with leading schemes and industry bodies to provide certifications and enhance the secure chip ecosystem: ACT 
Canada, American Express, ANSSI, Calypso Networks Association, Discover, eftpos, EMVCo, First Data, French National RFID 
Centre (CNRFID), GIXEL, GlobalPlatform, GSMA, Interac, International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), Isis, JCB, 
MasterCard, NFC Forum, OSCar Consortium, Smart Card Alliance and Visa.  
www.fime.com | Twitter | LinkedIn 
 
 
About the OSCar consortium  

 
The OSCar (Open Standards for Cards) consortium, established at the end of 2010, aims at fostering the implementation of the 
SEPA Standards in the terminal and from the terminal to the acquirer domain by delivering a common solution based on: the 
SEPA FAST application and the EPAS ISO 20022 acquirer protocol.  
 
OSCar will allow payment service providers, vendors, retailers and card schemes to move from theory and put into practice the 
deliverables of the SEPA Card Standardisation programme in the terminal-to-acquirer domain.  
 
The OSCar consortium gathers as of today the following key industry players: American Express, Atos, Auchan, Barclaycard, 
Caisses Desjardins, Carrefour Banque, Credit Agricole Cards and Payments, Cetecom, Clear2Pay Integri, Collis, Consorzio 
Bancomat, Credit Mutuel, Die Deutche Kreditwirtschaft, Elitt, Equens, FIME, Galitt, GIE CB, Ingenico, Mastercard Europe, 
Paycert, Point International, Poste Italiane, SRC, Verifone, Visa Europe, VOB-ZVD, Wincor Nixdorf. 
 
http://www.oscar-project.eu/  
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